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The Chicago READII project is focusing on raising immunization rates among 
Chicago's African American and Hispanic elderly through a coordinated effort 
focusing on increasing provider and consumer knowledge and access to immuniza-
tion services, and decreasing barriers to immunization through education and advocacy.

Chicago Total Population: 2.9 million 
African American Population 65 and Older: 108,000
Hispanic Population 65 and Older: 27,000

Influenza Immunization Rate for Population 65 and Older (Illinois-wide)*
African American: 48%   Hispanic: Unknown   Caucasian: 67%

Pneumococcal Immunization Rate for Population 65 and Older (Illinois-wide)*
African American: 38%   Hispanic: Unknown   Caucasian: 54%
*Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System data, 1999 and 2001 combined average

The Chicago Department of Health is taking a leadership role in this effort through 
a partnership with the 21st Century for Life Adult Immunization Coalition, Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services - Region V Office, Chicago Department of Aging,
Chicago Housing Authority, African American Health Care Council, Chicago Hispanic
Health Coalition,American Lung Association of Metropolitan Chicago,White Crane 
Wellness Center and the Hektoen Institute.

The Chicago READII project is expanding the reach of the health department 
through development of a community-based action plan to increase influenza and 
pneumococcal vaccine coverage levels among elderly minority populations. Activities 
include:

▪ Increasing provider awareness about Standards for Adult Immunization Practices,
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices recommendations, Medicare billing
and the use of other office-based interventions (e.g. reminder/recall, standing orders)
known to be effective in raising immunization rates.

▪ Expanding health department immunization program linkages with hospitals,
provider groups, long-term care facilities, and community and faith-based organiza-
tions that provide influenza and pneumococcal vaccinations to the most isolated,
at-risk minority elderly.

▪ Increasing public awareness through a media campaign and community outreach.

▪ Evaluating the project using household surveys, provider immunization coverage 
assessment, and vaccine distribution data.
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